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Greetings, 

During my last year of college, I began working for the Islamic Society of North America 
(ISNA). ISNA, based in Plainfield, Indiana, is the platform organization for Muslims in 
North America. I studied Islam feverishly and pulled off a religious studies minor my 
last year and a half of college. I had a professor whose husband worked at ISNA who 
invited me to apply for an internship. I started in the fundraising department for the 
summer and eventually moved to the communications department part-time. 

There were Muslims, Christians, Mormons, and others who didn’t speak of their beliefs, 
working side-by-side daily, pushing the mission forward. I heard the adhan, or call to 
prayer, twice a day and prayed next to my colleagues. It was definitely a learning 
experience professionally, culturally, and spiritually; but there was something deeper 
that developed – a sense of community I had being there, a security I’d never known. 

My colleagues showed me how to accept without conditions. I believe the work we do 
within the coalition encourages us to embolden those with whom we come in contact 
and help one another navigate unfamiliar landscapes, no matter their circumstances. In 
2017, I hope we will stand like giants and eliminate the “us versus them” mantra that 
pervades our society. May we will recognize more fully how much stronger we can be 
together. 

Thank you for being an ally to the Network. 
 
Kelsey Clayton 
Network Manager 

  



  

Quick Click Poll 

Q: How much money did large U.S. banks make from overdraft fees in 2015? 

November Poll: 

Q:  What percentage of a family's weekly SNAP benefits will the average Thanksgiving 

meal cost? 

A: 14% (Average cost of a Thanksgiving meal for ten is $50) 
 

  

 
Policy Update 

 

Remember that familiar click-click-click of a roller 
coaster as it climbs the first summit? Remember 
the queasy feeling it brings as you anticipate 
what is to come – the twists, turns, highs, and 

lows? The 2017 session of the Indiana General 
Assembly is about to begin, and advocates 
across the state are preparing for the wild ride to 
come. Here are some of the issues we see as we 
near the horizon. Buckle up! 

We anticipate that payday lenders will return with a bill similar to last year's – a 

loosening of the code that allows for 12- to 24-month loans at eye-popping interest 
rates. Meanwhile, other states are headed the opposite direction; on November 
8, South Dakota voters overwhelmingly decided to join the many states that have 
effectively banned high-cost payday loans by capping interest at 36%. We will work to 
ensure that, at a minimum, we don't allow the 300+ lending branches in Indiana to 
drain more fees from our communities.  

Also affecting low wealth Hoosiers, Senator Merritt will author a bill to remove the asset 
limit for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program eligibility. The asset test 
discourages individuals who receive public benefits from saving – a necessary step 

toward self-sufficiency. Only half of SNAP households have a bank account, and the 
median account amount is $150. By contrast, two-thirds of non-SNAP, low-income 
households have a bank account with a median savings of $600. According to new 
research, even a cushion of $250-$750 can help families weather a high utility bill or 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K5WV5H5
https://secure.in.gov/fssa/dfr/3097.htm
http://fortune.com/2016/11/17/thanksgiving-dinner-2016/
http://iiwf.blogspot.com/2016/01/horror-new-payday-loan-product-is.html
http://www.ksfy.com/content/news/South-Dakota-voters-approve-interest-rate-cap-on-payday-loans-400489561.html
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/multimedia/data-visualizations/2014/state-payday-loan-regulation-and-usage-rates
http://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/senators/leadership/jim-merritt/?back=senators
http://scorecard.assetsandopportunity.org/latest/measure/asset-limits-in-public-benefit-programs
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ops/SNAPAssets.pdf
http://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/alfresco/publication-pdfs/2000747-Thriving-Residents-Thriving-Cities-Family-Financial-Security-Matters-for-Cities.pdf
http://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/alfresco/publication-pdfs/2000747-Thriving-Residents-Thriving-Cities-Family-Financial-Security-Matters-for-Cities.pdf


Legal Needs of Organizations Serving Hoosiers in 
Poverty 

Member organizations of Prosperity 
Indiana are on the frontline in local 
communities tackling the causes and 
effects of poverty. In consultation with 
Indiana Legal Services INC., a 
Prosperity Indiana member 
organization, and the Community 
Development Law Clinic at University of Notre Dame, Prosperity Indiana has identified a 
potential need for the provision of legal aid to member organizations and may be able 
to provide support.  

Data is needed to better understand what legal needs exist in Prosperity Indiana's 
membership and partnership networks and how Prosperity Indiana may address these 
needs as part of a comprehensive bundle of services. 

Please complete this five-minute survey on how your organization and your community 
partners use legal services in pursuit of community economic development and poverty 
eradication. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/commdevlegalneeds  

More details are available in this blog post. 

prevent an eviction; but savings in the range of $2000-$4999 is better. Eliminating the 
asset test leads to an increase in low-income households with bank accounts and 
savings in the bank. It can also reduce state administrative costs. To date, Thirty-five 
states and D.C. have eliminated their SNAP asset limit and another five have raised it.  

Because this is a budget year, there will be many other bills and budget requests that 
affect low- to moderate-income Hoosiers. The Indiana A&O Network will be monitoring 
what goes on at the statehouse to ensure that we are moving more Hoosiers toward 
financial security. Invite your friends to follow this work and learn ways to advocate for 
better public policy by forwarding this newsletter and following us on Twitter 
(@IN_AO_Network and @INinstitute) In addition, we will regularly send policy updates 
separate from this newsletter.  

Click-click-click – here we go. 

 

  
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/commdevlegalneeds
https://www.prosperityindiana.org/Blog/4443335
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ops/SNAPAssets.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/resources-and-publications/publication-1/Eliminating-Asset-Limits-Creating-Savings-for-Families-and-State-Governments.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/resources-and-publications/publication-1/Eliminating-Asset-Limits-Creating-Savings-for-Families-and-State-Governments.pdf
https://twitter.com/IN_AO_Network
https://twitter.com/INInstitute


Many thanks for sharing this with your networks and responding to the survey, where 
appropriate. 

 
 

 

An Inclusive Lens 

"If you work hard and play by the rules, you shouldn't be poor." You may have heard 

this from our current president over the last eight years, and likely a similar version 

from President Clinton; but what is the statement really saying? 

We pondered this question during our final 2016 
steering committee meeting with a senior fellow, 
Margy Waller from Topos Partnership. Topos 
Partnership develops framing strategies using 
cognitive and social sciences utilizing familiar 
methods of public opinion research and 
communications. Margy joined us to discuss how 
to reframe our language when discussing policy, 
specifically around poverty and low-wage work.  

We learned there are three lenses through which 
we can frame our conversations: sympathy, 

economy, and community lenses. How are they different? Continue here... 

  
  

Upcoming Events and Conferences 

 January 4: 2017 Indiana General Assembly Session Begins, Indianapolis, IN 
 January 6: CFED Virtual Midwest Listening and Strategy Session, Webinar 
 January 18: Homeownership and the Racial Wealth Gap, Webinar 
 January 18: RFP Due for IHCDA Capacity Training Services, Indiana 
 January 26: Conversations from Thought Leaders on Economic Mobility, Webinar 
 January 27: National Earned Income Tax Credit Awareness Day, National 
 January 31: Prosperity Indiana Statehouse Day, Indianapolis, IN 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------Follow us on Twitter: @IN_AO_NETWORK 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------- 

  

http://www.topospartnership.com/
http://www.indianaopportunity.net/blog/2016/12/28/an-inclusive-lens
https://iga.in.gov/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1907418857385705475
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/626459223665753345
http://www.in.gov/myihcda/files/2017%20CSBG%20T%20TA%20RFP%20(00026601-2xD2C80).pdf
http://www.mobilitypartnership.org/blog/webinar-126-conversations-thought-leaders-economic-mobility-reflections-and-insights-recent
https://www.prosperityindiana.org/widget/event-2396498?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=1%2F12%2F2017
https://www.prosperityindiana.org/event-2374130
https://twitter.com/IN_AO_Network


 
Kelsey Clayton 

Network Manager 

317-454-8540 

 

Kelan Fong 

Assets & Opportunity Network VISTA 

317-454-8543 

http://indianaopportunity.net/ 

 
Thank you for your generous support. 

Indiana Assets & Opportunity Network | 202 East Market Street | Indianapolis | IN | 46204 

This email was sent to {Contact_Email} by kclayton@prosperityindiana.org. If you received this email, you either 
were referred by a colleague or signed up for this e-newsletter. If you  no longer wish to receive the Indiana Assets & 
Opportunity Network's e-newsletter, you may unsubscribe at any point.  
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