
             

 

 

 

 Challenge Your Reality 
 
Greetings, 

I recently learned that a dear friend of mine had never voted and didn’t plan to in this election. We 
spend a lot of time together and eventually find ourselves discussing workplace politics, national 
policy issues, and the current presidential race. It surprised me that she had never registered to 
vote, so I invited her to the Kurt Vonnegut Memorial Library for a reading onBecoming a Citizen 
Activist by author Nick Licata. He explained the pragmatic steps to becoming a community activist, 
but hit on something much deeper in the discussion. 

He said, “If you really want to change something, you have to know what you want.” I began 
thinking of all of the things I complain about without having a plan to change the situation. It is 
easy to whine, but it takes much more effort to transform my thoughts into actions. We grabbed 
lunch after the event and discussed how we can become more aware of the environment we’re 
creating for ourselves and those around us. Instead of being unhappy or feeling unheard, as 
members of a democracy, we have the responsibility to challenge our reality if we aren’t content 
with it. 

This thinking is critical for creating the life we each want for ourselves, our family, our community, 
and our country. I believe this coalition thrives on people challenging false assumptions and 
supporting the growth of communities. Your voice is essential to fostering a future that encourages 
active citizens and thought leaders.  

Thank you for being an ally to the Network. 
 
Kelsey Clayton 
Network Manager 

  
  
  

Quick Click Poll 



Policy Updates 

Q: In 2015, 628 banks reported their profits from consumer overdraft and insufficient 

fund fees. How much did it total? 

February Poll: 
Q:   

What percentage of low-income, first-generation students are more likely to 
leave higher education after the first year as opposed to students who had 
neither of these risk factors? 

A: 26% 
 

  

 
How Do Consumers Spend Their Tax Refund? 

The National Retailers Association conducted its annual Tax Returns Survey concerning how 
consumers plan to spend their tax returns. It breaks down respondents by women and 
men, those that earn below and above $50,000 per year, and age. It turns out that many 
individuals plan to pay off debt and save their returns this year. 

Over 7,000 consumers participated in the survey in February 2016. 
According to the survey results, 38.1 percent of people making less than 
$50,000 per year plan to pay down debts, and 43.8 percent are planning to 

save their money. As the CFED scorecard has shown, consumers generally 

have high debt percentages with very low amounts saved for an 
unexpected crisis. Paying down high-interest debt is important, but 
establishing savings habits promotes long-term asset building 
opportunities. It is important to note that 30 percent of these respondents plan to use their 
tax refund for everyday expenses, which shows that many Americans are just trying to 
survive financially. To learn more about the findings and where you fit, check out the data. 

Of course, there is still time to file your taxes. If you make less than $62,000, 
visit myfreetaxes.com to file for free or visit a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance site to 
make an appointment. 

  
  
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T6B69FC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T6B69FC
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED504448.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED504448.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED504448.pdf
http://assetsandopportunity.org/scorecard/about/main_findings/
https://nrf.com/sites/default/files/Tax%20Returns%20press.pdf
http://myfreetaxes.com/
http://www.referweb.net/c2h/MatchList.aspx?c;;0;;N;0;830723;Tax%20Preparation%20Assistance;Free%20Tax%20Preparation%20Assistance;2762;Tax%20Preparation%20Assistance


The Network's role is to educate and convene the 
coalition around these issues.The Network 
identified the following three policy priorities for 
2016: 

 Preserve and Expand Earned Income 
Tax Credits (EITC)  

 Eliminate Asset Limits 
 Reform Payday Lending  

The 2016 General Assembly adjourned on March 10, 2016 with many successes throughout 
the short session. Please read the full review on our website or watch this 
video highlighting IACED and The Network. 

 

 
CALL FOR GUEST BLOGS! 

The Network loves guest blogs! Many of you work everyday to support hardworking 
families all across the state. You’re passionate about what you do, and we want to hear 
about it! 

What's a guest blog? Sometimes it's nothing more than three or four paragraphs about an 
exciting project your organization is working on; other times it's a thoughtful opinion about 
the state of the state or an opportunity you want to share with Network partners. 

Here are a few recent examples of guest blogs:  

 Extension Educators Help Hoosiers Learn to Manage their Resources  
 Twin Accounts: Building Credit While Saving  
 Why Would A Housing Agency Offer Small Dollar Loans? 

Send your submissions to me. We'd love to publish them. My email address 
iskclayton@iaced.org. 

  
  
  

Upcoming Events and Conferences 

 April 1: $martIndiana Financial Literacy Summit, Fishers, IN 
 April 1:  OCRA's Regional Conference, Columbia City, IN 
 Apirl 4:  Voter Registration Deadline, Indiana 
 April 10-16: National Volunteer Recognition Week, Nationwide 

http://www.indianaopportunity.net/networkpolicy/2016/3/31/2016-indiana-general-assembly-session-review
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oy9JJA4W85I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oy9JJA4W85I
http://www.indianaopportunity.net/blog/2016/3/31/purdue-university-cooperative-extension-educators-help-hoosiers-learn-to-manage-their-resources
http://www.indianaopportunity.net/blog/2016/3/31/twin-accounts-building-credit-while-saving
http://www.indianaopportunity.net/blog/2016/2/10/why-would-a-housing-agency-offer-small-dollar-loans
mailto:kclayton@iaced.org
http://www.econed-in.org/smartindiana.asp
http://www.in.gov/ocra/2725.htm
http://www.indianavoters.com/
http://www.pointsoflight.org/signature-events/national-volunteer-week


 April 13: Workforce Development Program Workshop, Indianapolis  
 April 14: Fiscal Literacy Luncheon, Indianapolis 
 April 22: Indiana Money Smart Week Kickoff Luncheon, Indianapolis 
 April 28: Planning for a Secure Retirement, Indianapolis 
 May 18: America Saves National Savings Forum, Washington, DC 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---Follow us on Twitter: @IN_AO_NETWORK 
   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------ 

  

 
Contact Us! 

Kelsey Clayton 
Network Manager 

317-454-8540 
http://indianaopportunity.net/ 

(If you received this email, you either were 
referred by a colleague or signed up for this e-newsletter.) 

 

Thank you for your 
generous support. 

Indiana Assets & Opportunity Network | 202 East Market Street | Indianapolis | IN | 46204 

This email was sent to {Contact_Email} by kclayton@iaced.org. 
If you  no longer wish to receive the Indiana Assets & Opportunity Network's e-newsletter, you may unsubscribe at any point. 
  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/office-of-community-and-rural-affairs-workforce-development-program-workshop-tickets-24302528517
https://myiaced.org/resources/Documents/April%2014,%202016%20Fiscal%20Literacy%20Luncheon%20Invite.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/indiana-money-smart-week-kickoff-luncheon-2016-registration-22674206161?ref=enivtefor001&invite=OTYzMDMwOC9rY2xheXRvbkBpYWNlZC5vcmcvMA%253D%253D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=attend
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-for-a-secure-retirement-tickets-24184561675
http://www.americasaves.org/organizations/national-savings-forum
https://twitter.com/IN_AO_Network
mailto:kclayton@iaced.org
http://indianaopportunity.net/
mailto:kclayton@iaced.org
https://myiaced.org/Sys/Editor/860726b4d34e48ffabe1f3d88479e20f/EmailEditorContentBlank/%7BUnsubscribe_Url%7D

