
 

  
  
  
  

 

 

 Resiliency 

 
Greetings, 

It feels impossible to pull up the internet and not see a story about the new 
administration. I know I am in a constant state of doubt regarding the president’s 
decision making ability and having to challenge the factual nature of what I read daily, 
no matter the site. It is easy to feel doom and gloom, but something pulled me out of 
that mindset just last night. 

I was listening to Fresh Air with Terry Gross. She was interviewing the journalist Evan 
Osnos, who was discussing how the extremely rich are prepping for doomsday. 
Granted, it was a bit strange, but the concept of human resiliency shined through 
toward the end. Osnos stated that the hardest problem that we face today doesn’t 
come out of human fragility or end of the world conspiracies; instead, the more likely 
scenarios that we face – the common, social problems that we work together to 
address – are when we need to soldier through together. 

What hit home to me is that this concept of resiliency doesn’t relate only to catastrophic 
events like tsunamis or virus epidemics. It comes into play daily as we work to 
positively change lives, fight for marginalized people, and help the neediest members of 
our society. Collectively, we need to stay sharp and vigilant, while knowing we will 
continue to be resilient even through this uncertainty. 

Thank you for being an ally to the Network. 

Kelsey Clayton 

Network Manager 



 

  

 
 

Quick Click Poll 

Q: How many Indiana residents obtained health insurance through Medicaid expansion 
under the Affordable Care Act? 

December Poll: 

Q: How much money did large U.S. banks make from overdraft fees in 2015?        

A: 11.6 Billion, with low-income customers comprising one-fifth of total bank customers 
but paying 90% of all overdraft fees. 
 

  

 
Policy Update 

  

The Indiana General Assembly is back in action. 
Two bills that would expand access to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) received hearings in the Senate 
Committee on Family and Children’s Services on 
Monday, January 23rd. The first, SB 9, would 
eliminate the lifetime ineligibility of individuals 
who have served time for a felony drug 
conviction. It passed out of the committee 8-1. 

The second bill, SB 154, would remove one of the two tests of eligibility for SNAP 
access – an asset test that requires households to have less than $2,250 in countable 
resources to be eligible. Kathleen Lara, Policy Director for Prosperity Indiana, testified in 
support of the bill, noting that one of the unintended consequences of the asset test is 
that families receiving or considering receiving benefits might choose not to participate 
in mainstream financial products, like checking and savings accounts. Removal of the 
asset test in other states has resulted in increased bank account ownership among 
SNAP households and increases in average savings amounts in those accounts. 

Jessica Fraser from the Indiana Institute for Working Families also testified in support of 
the bill, noting that the policy can also result in denials due to burdensome 
documentation requirements and intake errors in valuing certain resources. Prosperity 
Indiana and the Indiana Institute for Working Families were among the many 
organizations supporting these bills. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N5N9T8M
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N5N9T8M
http://www.forbes.com/sites/elizabethharris/2016/12/20/bank-overdraft-charges-cost-customers-11-6-billion-a-year-study-finds/#6b6eb87f3d1f


The Importance of Highly-Skilled Immigrants to 
the American Economy 

Many Research institutions, law firms, banks, and other industries in the United States 
are desperately in need of qualified and highly-skilled employees. Doctors, engineers, 
lawyers, scientists, and bankers are critical positions in driving the United States 
economy and providing essential services to its citizens. Unfortunately, there is a void of 
capable candidates due to rising costs of secondary education and increasingly strict 
immigration laws causing these crucial positions to remain vacant. Without adequate 
public investment for native citizens to obtain the advanced degrees necessary to fill 
highly skilled positions, the United States must create policies that better utilize and 
encourage immigrants to participate in its economy. Continue here... 

 

 

The Network's Expert Directory is Now Live 

Your voice is still important on both bills: 

 On SB 9, make sure your senator knows that you support this bill and to vote 
“yes” when it comes up on third reading. Find your legislator here. 

 On SB 154, call Senator Grooms, Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Family 
and Children’s Services, at 317-234-9425 and ask him to hold a vote on SB 154. 
Without a vote, the bill will die in committee. 

We also need your voice on SB 254, another attempt by payday lenders to expand their 
product offerings in the state. The new bill allows payday lenders to offer an installment 
loan of up to $2,500 over 24 months at 240% APR. This would amount to over $9,500 
in interest on a $2,500/24-month loan. Our current cap on small installment loans in the 
state is 36%. Last year, the Indiana General Assembly pledged to study the issue of 
high-cost lending further. 

 On SB 254, call 317-232-9807 and ask Senator Holdman, Chairperson of the 
Insurance & Financial Institutions Committee, to hold the bill until the issue of 
high-cost lending has been thoroughly studied, as proposed by the legislature in 
2016 

  
 
  

  

https://www.shrm.org/ResourcesAndTools/hr-topics/global-hr/Pages/Skilled-Worker-Shortage-Worsens.aspx
http://www.indianaopportunity.net/blog/2017/1/11/5a6leku0i92caws3we6g15x0oev5yn
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/


The Indiana Assets & Opportunity Network is pleased to announce that the Expert 
Directory is now live! All data and profiles came directly from a survey sent to Network 
partners in early December asking for their levels of expertise in various subject matters 
and fields. There are 35 different areas of expertise, including savings accounts, 
financial services and products, public benefit programs, VITA service delivery, public 
policy, housing, education, marketing and communications, and research and data 
collection. To view the Expert Directory, please follow the link below: 

http://www.indianaopportunity.net/expert-directory-1/ 

For the purpose of the Network’s Expert Directory, an expert is an individual who has 
extensive experience working on a policy or program and who would be comfortable 
giving advice to peers or policy makers on the issue. Further, Network partners, policy 
makers, peers, and reporters are encouraged to contact individuals listed in the Expert 
Directory when seeking more information about their respective topics of expertise. 

If you are not listed in the Expert Directory but believe yourself to be an expert in one 
of the subject areas, please contact Kelan Fong atkfong@prosperityindiana.org or click 
this link to receive a survey. If you are listed in the Expert Directory and would like to 
include a professional headshot, your organization’s logo, edit your profile, or have any 
questions, you are invited to contact Kelan as well. 

 
Upcoming Events and Conferences 

 Weekly: Provide Feedback on what Legislative Issues Matter to You, Indiana 
 January 27: National Earned Income Tax Credit Awareness Day, National 
 January 27: Statewide Coalition Call on Consumer Protections, Conference call 
 January 30: The Root Cause Coalition Advocacy Webinar, Webinar 
 January 31: Love Thy Neighborhood Awards Nomination Deadline, Indianapolis, IN 
 January 31: Why Housing Messages Backfire & What We Can Do, Webinar 
 February 13: Expungement Workshop, Indianapolis, IN 
 February 27-March 4: America Saves Week, National 
 February 28: The Health and Wealth Connection, Webinar 

Would you like to see your event listed in next month's edition of Earn, Save, Invest? 
Just submit an application by clicking this link! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------Follow us on Twitter: @IN_AO_NETWORK 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------- 

  

  

http://www.indianaopportunity.net/expert-directory-1/
mailto:kfong@prosperityindiana.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XL3T99J
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XL3T99J
http://www.incap.org/enewsletter/2017-01.html#feedback
https://www.prosperityindiana.org/widget/event-2396498?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=1%2F12%2F2017
https://www.prosperityindiana.org/event-2437071
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-root-cause-coalition-advocacy-webinar-tickets-31415220771
http://loveawards.liscindianapolis.org/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2270821744040076545
https://www.prosperityindiana.org/event-2443534
http://americasavesweek.org/about-america-saves-week/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8744907837466689795
http://www.indianaopportunity.net/upcoming-events/
https://twitter.com/IN_AO_Network


 
 

 

Kelsey Clayton 

Network manager 

317-454-8540 

 

Kelan Fong 

Network VISTA 

317-454-8543 

http://indianaopportunity.net/ 

 
Thank you for your generous support. 

Indiana Assets & Opportunity Network | 202 East Market Street | Indianapolis | IN | 46204 

This email was sent to {Contact_Email} by kclayton@prosperityindiana.org. If you received this email, you either 
were referred by a colleague or signed up for this e-newsletter. If you  no longer wish to receive the Indiana Assets & 
Opportunity Network's e-newsletter, you may unsubscribe at any point.  
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