
  
  

 

 

 Talk About the Poor 

 
Greetings, 

Why don’t we hear presidential nominees talk about the poor and policies that create a just society? 
Where are the leaders committed to reducing mass incarceration, providing support for immigrant 
populations, addressing the health and education challenges of our families, assuring voting rights 
for all, or fighting for affordable housing? I feel as if I have become numb by the empty promises in 
the rhetoric of our political system today. 

We often hear politicians advocate for middle-class families; but there are millions of families that 
struggle to reach that status.  A recent New York Times article highlights the striking reality that 
poverty is growing, stating “there is not a single state where a full-time worker earning the minimum 
wage can rent a market-rate, one-bedroom apartment for 30 percent or less of their income.” 
Obviously, housing instability is one major factor that affects those in poverty. 

Luckily, there is a movement creeping across the nation - bringing community members, activists, 
and clergy leaders from all faiths together. They are engaging in discussions around the moral 
principles of our society to help activate us to discuss social issues that plague our communities. 
Would you like to get involved or learn more? Contact me. 

Thank you for being an ally to the Network. 
 
Kelsey Clayton 
Network Manager 

  
  
  

Quick Click Poll 

Q: What percentage of Latino adults ages 25-64 were working full-time and 

mailto:kclayton@iaced.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G9SHY99


Financial Empowerment Roadshow Hits the 
Highway 

Financial empowerment trainings have kicked off across the state through a partnership between 

the Indiana Assets & Opportunity Network (IN A&O Network) and Indiana Legal Services, Inc. 

(ILS).  ILS and the IN A&O Network were accepted into the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s 

national cohort to deliver trainings on the Your Money, Your Goals toolkit. The partnership is unique 

because it allows for networking and resource-sharing between the social service sector and the 

legal aid sector. 

An initial train-the-trainer event took place in May to help 19 trainers gain confidence with 

facilitating groups on the content. We continue to use these trainers when we host Your Money, 

Your Goals trainings in their areas because it is important to connect people in the same region of 

the state to use one another as a resource moving forward.  Each training is facilitated by legal 

service staff and social service staff. By utilizing the expertise of both service sectors, an interesting 

collaboration takes place in the room. Continue reading here... 

  
 

 
Policy Updates 

We are working with advocates and partners to stop 
the payday debt trap. As many of you know, the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) released 
a proposed new national rule regulating low-dollar, 
high-cost loans. 

The rule, if done well, could rein in the worst abuses of 
payday and car title lending nationally, shutting the 
debt trap and leaving room in the marketplace for 
responsible small-dollar lending.   

Payday lending in Indiana drains $70 million each year from the pockets of those who can least 
afford it. 

living below the 200% poverty level in 2012? 

July Poll: 
Q: What is the salary expectation of 1/3 of college graduates entering into the 
workforce? 
 

A: $40,000 - $60,000 

 
 

http://www.indianaopportunity.net/blog/2016/4/29/indiana-nonprofits-selected-for-national-program
http://www.indianaopportunity.net/blog/2016/8/25/financial-empowerment-roadshow-hits-the-highway
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G9SHY99
http://cfw.osu.edu/posts/documents/nsfws-key-findings-report-2.pdf
http://cfw.osu.edu/posts/documents/nsfws-key-findings-report-2.pdf


This has the potential to be a historic moment for Indiana, a time we can look back on as the 
beginning of the end of an era when loan sharks were legal and bled millions of dollars that should 
have stayed in local communities. 

We believe the initial draft of the CFPB rule, which requires payday lenders to make affordable 
loans, is a step in the right direction. However, loopholes and exemptions must be removed for it to 
be effective.   

Please read our blog to learn more about what the proposed rule could mean to you. 

The rule will be finalized after a public comment period ends on October 7, 2016. Comments can be 
offered through www.stoppaydaypredators.org. 
 

IACED 30th Anniversary Celebration 

 One of the Indiana Assets & Opportunity Network’s co-leads, Indiana 

Association for Community Economic Development (IACED), is hosting it's 

30th Anniversary Celebration & Prosperity Indiana Summit on November 16, 

2016, at the Sheraton Indianapolis Hotel at Keystone Crossing. Registration is 

still open and allows you to opt-in to any or all aspects of the one-day 

gathering. 

The summit content wrapped around the 30th Anniversary lunch will be organized in two tracks.  

Track One will focus on advocacy for community developers to learn tools for communicating, 

lobbying, and educating policymakers. Panel experts will scan the horizon for the impact of 

prosperity issues, such as housing production and access, ending homelessness, and asset-building, 

after the fall elections. 

Track two will focus on tools for placemaking. Facilitators will help participants understand the 

strategic, creative, and regulatory issues for creating quality places where people want to live, work, 

play, and learn. Expect discussion around engagement, collaboration, planning, and economics to 

inform your learning about placemaking. 

Additionally, IACED will present the annual community development awards celebrating individuals 

and organizations in Indiana that have made a positive impact on the Hoosier community economic 

development field. Awards come with a cash prize to the nonprofit of the recipient’s choice. Click 

here to nominate yourself or a colleague! 

http://www.indianaopportunity.net/blog/2016/8/25/the-consumer-financial-protection-bureau-cfpb-proposes-regulations-for-high-cost-small-dollar-lending
http://www.stoppaydaypredators.org/
http://prosperityindiana.org/event-2255541
http://prosperityindiana.org/event-2255541
http://prosperityindiana.org/resources/Documents/Sponsorship%20letter%20and%20package1.pdf
http://prosperityindiana.org/resources/Documents/Sponsorship%20letter%20and%20package1.pdf


Please also consider sponsoring the event or an award. By sponsoring the celebration and summit, 

you will gain exposure and visibility to IACED’s 200+ members across the state of Indiana. Click 

here to download the sponsorship prospectus. 

If you have any questions about the celebration and summit, please contact Mackenzie McIntire 

at mmcintire@iaced.org or 317-454-8545, and to register for the event, press the the button below! 

See you November 16th! 

 

  

Upcoming Events and Conferences 

 Aug. 29: Your Money, Your Goals Financial Empowerment Training, Ft. Wayne 
 Aug. 29-31: 9th Annual NACEDA Summit, Cleveland 
 Aug. 31: Nonprofit and Community Empowerment Summit, Milwaukee or Virtual  
 Sept. 7: Handling Credit and Debt Wisely, Webinar 
 Sept. 12-16: NCRC National Training Academy, New Orleans 
 Sept 21-23: Reinventing Our Communities: Transforming Our Economies, Philadelphia 
 Sept. 22: Leveraging Strategies and Tools to Empower Youth, Webinar 
 Sept. 28-30: Asset Learning Conference, Washington, D.C. 
 Sept. 29: Smart Borrowing – Nonprofit Facilities Financing Workshop, Webinar 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Follow 
us on Twitter: @IN_AO_NETWORK 

   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Contact Us! 

Kelsey Clayton 
Network Manager 

317-454-8540 
http://indianaopportunity.net/ 

(If you received this email, you either were referred by a 
colleague or signed up for this e-newsletter.) 

 

Thank you for your 
generous support. 

http://prosperityindiana.org/resources/Documents/Sponsorship%20letter%20and%20package1.pdf
http://prosperityindiana.org/resources/Documents/Sponsorship%20letter%20and%20package1.pdf
mailto:mmcintire@iaced.org
http://prosperityindiana.org/event-2277166
https://naceda.memberclicks.net/2016-summit
http://www.hud.gov/emarc/index.cfm?fuseaction=emar.registerEvent&eventId=2850&update=N
https://www.apprisen.com/learning-center/listen-and-learn
https://live.blueskybroadcast.com/bsb/client/CL_DEFAULT.asp?Client=901883&title=Home
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/roc2016
https://www.stlouisfed.org/events/2016/09/cd-ei092216
http://cfed.cvent.com/events/assets-learning-conference-alc-2016/custom-21-95aca38a8ab4427c9c7275ad3176c033.aspx
http://prosperityindiana.org/event-2313993
https://twitter.com/IN_AO_Network
mailto:kclayton@iaced.org
http://indianaopportunity.net/
http://prosperityindiana.org/event-2255541
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any point. 
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