
 

   
  

 
 

 

 Active Citizen 

 
Greetings, 

I guarantee that I wouldn’t have been given the chance to work for Prosperity Indiana 
if it wasn’t for the Public Allies AmeriCorps program. Before joining Public Allies, I was 
running a daycare out of my home with only a few years prior experience working 
within non-profits in Indianapolis. As each of the beloved moms got pregnant with their 
second child, I had to make a decision to continue loving on youngsters for years to 
come or take the challenging steps toward a future career in the non-profit world. It 
was a difficult decision, but I know it was the right one. 

To learn that the new administration has the AmeriCorps program, among others, on 
the chopping block for funding in 2018 is beyond pathetic. The federal program’s 
budget is miniscule compared to the apparent $4 trillion that will be spent this year 
alone by the administration. My fellow allies and I made $12,000, excluding taxes, over 
the course of 10 months. We worked full-time at partner non-profits, took leadership 
classes, built community projects, and reevaluated what it meant to be an active 
citizen. Many of us took on part-time jobs, became SNAP recipients, and signed up for 
childcare assistance. Making below poverty wages to focus on my community’s needs 
and myself was well worth it. 

Each AmeriCorps member takes a pledge that begins with, “I will get things done for 
America – to make our people safer, smarter, and healthier. I will bring Americans 
together to strengthen our communities…” Many of the partners in this coalition use 
AmeriCorps members to build capacity within their programs. We must continue to build 
young leaders and give them opportunities to gain experience, confidence, and 
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expertise. Help protect the AmeriCorps program by lending your voice today. 

Thank you for being an ally to the Network. 
 
Kelsey Clayton 
Network Manager 

This month at the Indiana Statehouse, Assets & Opportunity Network partners helped 
spearhead the defeat of SB 245, a bill to authorize new, longer term predatory loans 
with high interest rates. The bill would have allowed a borrower to take out up to a 
$2,500 loan at 240 percent APR and repayment terms of 24 months. The bill was 
amended to a cap of 18 months, $1,750, and 216 percent APR. Nineteen opponents 
testified against the bill, representing credit counselors, former payday borrowers, non-
profit organizations, religious leaders, a former payday loan company employee, 
veterans’ groups, and more. The bill was defeated in a 4-5 vote. Please help us thank 
Senators Bray, Melton, Mrvan, Ruckelshaus, and Walker for their key votes to help 
protect Indiana families. 

A bill to eliminate the asset test from SNAP eligibility determinations so that families 
can save for self-sufficiency passed out of committee, but has yet to be heard on the 
Senate floor. The administratively cumbersome asset test “catches” very few 
individuals, .4 percent in Indiana, who are over the limit of $2,250 in savings. Both 
national research and interviews with Hoosier SNAP recipients and service providers 
suggest that it deters participation in banking and saving. We encourage members 
to call their senators and encourage passage of SB 154. 

 

  

 
Quick Click Poll 

 

Q: How many immigrants are estimated to live in Indiana?  

January Poll: 

Q:  How many Indiana residents gained health insurance through the Medicaid 

expansion under the Affordable Care Act? 

A: 250,000 

 

  

 
Policy Update 
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On the national front, the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) continued its 
defense of Hoosier consumers. It fined Russell Simmons’ prepaid card for blocking 
consumer access, ordered Prospect Mortgage to pay fines for an illegal kickback 
scheme, sued debt relief attorneys for illegal practices, ordered Citi subsidiaries to pay 
for making it more difficult for borrowers to save their homes, and sued TCF National 
Bank for tricking customers into signing up for an expensive overdraft service. Because 
of its many years of work standing up to companies that mislead or overcharge 
consumers, the CFPB has become a target for reforms that would limit its effectiveness. 
As a member of the banking committee, Senator Donnelly will be on the front lines of 
these efforts; please let him know that you would like him to maintain strong consumer 
protections through an active, independent CFPB. 

A Day Without Immigrants 

On February 16, hundreds of Indiana 
residents joined demonstrators across 
thecountry in a national strike and 
participated in a “Day Without 
Immigrants” in protest against President 
Trump’s recent efforts to crack down on 
illegal immigration. Demonstrators opted 
to stay home from school, work, and even 
temporarily closed their businesses for the 
day to show unity with their friends, family 
members, coworkers, and employees who 
immigrated to the United States. By not 
participating in their regular routines, 
demonstrators hoped to show how immigrants directly contribute towards the lifestyles 
of American consumers through the goods they produce, services they provide, and 
jobs they create. 

In addition, demonstrators participated in physical marches and gatherings. In 
Indianapolis, hundreds marched from Garfield Park to the Statehouse where they 
shared stories with one another and broke into chants. In southern Indiana, 
participants traveled to Kentucky’s State Capital in Frankfurt where Catholic Charities of 
Louisville, Kentucky Refugee Ministries, Americana World Community Center, and 
International Center of Kentucky hosted a gathering in unity with the 36 southern 
Indiana and Kentucky businesses who closed their stores for the day. Continue here... 

  
  

Upcoming Events and Conferences 
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 February 28: The Health and Wealth Connection, Webinar 
 March 4-11: AmeriCorps Week, Nationwide 

 March 4: Neighbor Power Indy, Indianapolis, IN 

 March 6: Congressman Carson's Youth Opportunities Fair, Indianapolis, IN  
 March 8: Moving the Needle on Retirement Planning & Saving, Webinar 
 March 15: 13th Annual Networks Insurance Public Policy Summit, Washington, DC 

 March 23: 2017 Spring Professional Development Conference, Bloomington, IN 

Would you like to see your event listed in next month's edition 
of Earn, Save,Invest? Just submit an application by clicking this link! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Follow us on 

Twitter: @IN_AO_NETWORK 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  

 
Kelsey Clayton 

Network Manager 

317-454-8540 

 

Kelan Fong 

Assets & Opportunity Network VISTA 

317-454-8543 

http://indianaopportunity.net/ 

 
Thank you for your generous support. 

Indiana Assets & Opportunity Network | 202 East Market Street | Indianapolis | IN | 46204 

This email was sent to kfong@iaced.org by kclayton@prosperityindiana.org. If you received this email, you either 
were referred by a colleague or signed up for this e-newsletter. If you  no longer wish to receive the Indiana Assets & 
Opportunity Network's e-newsletter, you may unsubscribe at any point.  
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